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central regions were divided, not into nationalist parties, but into
Liberal and Catholic parties, like those of other countries. The
Liberals predominated in the industrial provinces of the east,
Lower Austria (where Vienna is situated), Styria, the region of
the metallurgic industry, and Carinthia. The Catholic strength
lay in tfie mountains of the west, where the peasants were still
under clerical influence; they had a permanent majority in the
Tyrol, and won it in Vorarlberg and Salzburg. In Upper Aus-
tria the majority depended on the great landowners, who followed
the government.

The Slovenian province of Carniola became the centrt of the
Slovenian national party, which secured the equality of Slove-
nians in Carniola and claimed it for the provinces where
Slovenians remained subject to the Germans (Carinthia and
Styria), or to the Italians (Istrta, Goerz, and Trieste).

In the southern provinces the Italians at first predominated;
then little by little they gave place to the Slavic population of the
country, the Slovenians in Istria, Goerz, Gradisca, and Trieste,
and the Croats in Dalmatia. The defection of the great land-
owners lost them the Diet in Dalmatia; the Croat majority made
Croatian the language of the province. In the Tyrol the
regional division of races still obtained: Germans in the north,
Italians in the south; the Italian minority demanded a separate
administration for the Italian districts.

In the northern provinces, where the Slavs were strongest, par-
ties divided on nationalist lines.

Bohemia was the centre of the Czech party. The Czechs con-
trolled the country parts and occupied at least two-thirds of the
kingdom; but the great landowners assured a strong majority
to the German party in the Diet until the government, which had
now allied itself to the Czechs, gained the election of a ma-
jority on their side (1879). I*1 the old provinces now joined to
Bohemia (Moravia and Silesia), where the great mass of the
people were Czech, the Germans held their majority, thanks to
the cities and landowners.

In Galicia the Polish party predominated, directed by the
Catholic aristocracy, to which the mass of the Polish population
was still subject. The Ruthenians had never had a political
power proportionate to their numbers; they had remained a rural
class, socially inferior, and even in the Ruthenian region a por-
tion of the deputies are still Poles. The Galician Diet has always
been controlled by a majority of Polish nobles; the Ruthenian